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The woman who fears the Lord

How can you identify a woman who fears the Lord? What does she look
like in action? | think that is what the acrostic of verséllifitends to give
us. What is a woman like who fears the Lord? What sorts of things can we
praise her for? I'll just mention four things that the wise man has chosen
celebrate about the woman who fears the Lord (and which | want to celebrate
in my wife!)Firstof all, a woman who fears the Lord is not anxious about the
future. Look at verse 25. | love this line, and | praise all you women who are
like this: "Strength and dignity are her clothing, andiaighs at the time to
comé' Satan dangles in front of her the specter of tomorrow's troubles, but
she glances up at the almighty God at her right hand (her magnificent Ger-
man Shepherd!) and laughs at Satan's folly. She fulfills in her oviandife
erbs 14:26 "In the fear of the Lord one hasong confidencand his children
will have a refuge.”
The woman who fears the Lord is strong. Verse 25, "Strength and dignity
are her clothing." Verse 17, "She girds her loins with strength and makes he
arms strong.” She will morallystrong.Proverbs 23:17%ays, "Let not your
heart envy sinners, but continue in the fear of the Lord all the day." The
woman who continues in the fear of the Lord will have power to resist all the
allurements to envy, to desire what she shouldn't have. The fear of the Lor
will also increase héntellectuastrength. The fear of the Lord is the impulse
to wisdom, and rouses the mind to search for knowledge as for hidden treas
ure. And the fear of the Lord will even increasegtersicaktrength. One of
the reasons we let our bodies languish and get weak and out of tone is be-
cause we are bored and feel no excitement or hope about the future. But the
woman who fears the Lord is confident and hopeful and eager to enter the
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"?ﬁarm is deceitful, beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be
Lp aised." She keeps before her eyes the fearfulness of running away from
God into sin and so stays close to God and his mercy. She should be praise
by us all because that will strengthen her hand in God, honor the Lord, anc
make our own lives happier. And she can be recognized because she is con
dent and not anxious about the future, gracious wisdom is on her lips, sh
girds herself with strength, she brings her husband honor by her support, an
she reaches out her hands to the needy. "A woman who fears the Lord isto b
praised!"
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