
MARCH 

RBC WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Day Activity Time 

Sunday Sunday School for all groups 
Morning Service 
Evangelism Explosion (EE) 
Young Adults (La Jeunesse) 
Night Service 

9:30 am 
11:00 am 
4:30 pm 
5:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Monday Youth & Young Adults Choir  
Adult Choir 

6:30 pm 
7:30 pm 

Tuesday Morning Prayer (Jèn) 
�:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���*�U�R�X�S���S�U�D�\�H�U���Y�L�V�L�W�V 

9:00 am 
7:00 pm 

Wednesday �-�X�Q�L�R�U���	���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���&�K�R�L�U 
Youth & Adults Bible Study 

6:30 pm 
7:30 pm 

Thursday Orchestra (Fanfare) re-
hearsal 7:30 pm 

Friday Evangelism Explosion (EE) 
training 
�0�H�Q���	���:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���*�U�R�X�S�� 
Cri de Minuit (Prayer) 

6:30 pm 
7:30 pm 
9:00 pm 

Saturday Orchestra (Fanfare)  7:30 pm 

Do you believe both of these statements? 
1. God loved us before we loved him, and not because 
we loved him. 
2. God loves us in response to our love for him�³ because 
we love him. 

They are both true. 
Before I give you the texts to show it, the key in all such questions is to 
insist that you define terms and make necessary distinctions. The same 
words can mean different things in different places. 
In support of the first statement, we cite: 
 

1 John 4:10: �´�,�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �L�V��love, not that we have loved God but that he 
�O�R�Y�H�G���X�V���D�Q�G���V�H�Q�W���K�L�V���6�R�Q���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�L�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���R�X�U���V�L�Q�V���µ 
 

Ephesians 1:4-5: �´�,�Q��love he predestined us for adoption as sons 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�����D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���K�L�V���Z�L�O�O���µ 
 

In support of the second statement: 
John 14:21: �´�$�Q�G���K�H���Z�K�R���O�R�Y�H�V���P�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���O�R�Y�H�G���E�\���P�\���)�D�W�K�H�U���µ 
 

John 14:23: �´�,�I���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���O�R�Y�H�V���P�H�����K�H���Z�L�O�O���N�H�H�S���P�\���Z�R�U�G�����D�Q�G���P�\���)�D�W�K�H�U��
�Z�L�O�O���O�R�Y�H���K�L�P���µ 
 

John 16:27: �´�7�K�H���)�D�W�K�H�U���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���O�R�Y�H�V���\�R�X�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���O�R�Y�H�G���P�H��
�D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���,���F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P���*�R�G���µ 
 

The reason this is not a contradiction is that love is different in the two 
cases. Theologians (like Jonathan Edwards and John Murray) have 
�X�V�H�G���W�K�H���W�H�U�P�V���´�O�R�Y�H���R�I��benevolence�µ���D�Q�G���´�O�R�Y�H���R�I��complacency���µ 
�6�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�Q�H���V�S�H�D�N�V���R�I���*�R�G�·�V���O�R�Y�H���R�I��benevolence. It is free, uncondi-
tional, and purely benevolent�³ �I�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�H�O�L�F�L�W�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �*�R�G�·�V�� �V�R�Y�H�U��
eign good will. 
 

�6�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���W�Z�R���V�S�H�D�N�V���R�I���*�R�G�·�V�� �O�R�Y�H���R�I��complacency���� �,�W���L�V���*�R�G�·�V�� �S�R�V�L��
tive response to virtue. To be sure, the virtue is a quality he himself has 
awakened in us by his own prior grace. But it is a real virtue. And 
there is real enjoyment in God because of what he sees. 
�/�H�W�·�V�� �E�H�� �V�X�U�H�� �Z�H�� �U�H�D�G�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�G�� �R�I�� �*�R�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �G�L�V�F�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�N�H��
the distinctions implied whenever things look contradictory. 
 

�*�R�G�·�V���/�R�Y�H���,�V���W�K�H���&�D�X�V�H���D�Q�G���5�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���2�X�U�V 


